PIOPIO SURGERY TO CLOSE

December 13th 2007 will be the last day that Piopio Surgery (as we know it) will be open. It's with much regret that this decision has been forced upon Te Kuiti Medical Centre. Piopio Surgery has been a satellite clinic of Te Kuiti Medical Centre for many years now. With a shortage of local G.Ps and no answer to this found, the decision to close was made.

The approx 1000 enrolled patients at Piopio Surgery are already enrolled at Te Kuiti Medical Centre, so there should be a seamless transition for these patients to be seen at Te Kuiti Medical Centre. Recently Piopio Surgery has only been open for two half days a week, consequently many Piopio people have been using the services of both Piopio Surgery and Te Kuiti Medical Centre. In 1910 the first Doctor came to Piopio. A medical Association was formed by concerned residents, worrying that district roads became nearly impassable over winter months and a trip into Te Kuiti with an ill patient became a nightmare, so they formed a medical association sent their representative off to Te Kuiti and the first Dr was employed in 1910.

The Piopio Surgery has had some excellent G.Ps servicing Piopio and the surrounding communities. Going back over the last 40 years: Drs Vetheranium, Mike MisKelly, John & Rosemary Richardson, Angus Scott, Elly Kroef, Dr Deva, Bronwyn Campbell, David McLean, Anne Farnell and Keith Buswell.

As has been mentioned (Waitomo News Nov 27th) projected shortages by 2026 show in this region alone that we will need 181 additional G.Ps if services are to be delivered in the current way. With a shortage of G.Ps in Te Kuiti and a hospital to cover/staff also, the decision was made to close Piopio Surgery.

All local people will be well catered for and welcomed at Te Kuiti Medical Centre.

